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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT FREE AND
REDUCED-PRICE SCHOOL MEALS

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Children need healthy meals to learn. Stone County School District offers healthy meals every school day. Free
breakfast; lunch costs $2.75. Your children may qualify for free meals or for reduced price meals. Reduced
price is free breakfast and $.40 for lunch. This packet includes an application for free or reduced-price meal
benefits, and a set of detailed instructions. Below are some common questions and answers to help you with the
application process.

1. WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED-PRICE MEALS?

e All children in households receiving benefits from MS SNAP, the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR) or MS TANF, are eligible for free meals.

* Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for
free meals.
Children participating in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free meals.
Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals.

» Children may receive free or reduced-price meals if your household’s income is within the limits on
the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may qualify for free or reduced-price meals
if your household income falls at or below the limits on this chart.

Scale for Reduced Price Meals
Effective from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026

Household Size Annual Month |Twice per | Every2 | Weekly
Month Weeks
L PR e § 28,953 §$2.413 $ 1,207 $1,114 § 557
N ALY et 39,128 3,261 1,631 1,505 753
3l K e dais 49,303 4,109 2,055 1,897 949
e 59,478 4,957 2,479 2,288 1,144
D s i g g 69,653 5,805 2,903 2,679 1,340
Bt e e 79,828 6,653 3,327 3,071 1,536
e A Cr ATy 90,003 7,501 3,751 3,462 1,731
Y e 100,178 8,349 4,175 3,853 1,927
For each additional
Famlly member add +10,175 +848 +424 +392

Remember that the reduced price for lunch shall not excead 40 cants, that the reduced
prica for breakiast shall not exceed 30 cents, that the reduced price for a snack shall riot
exceed 15 cents, and that the reduced price charge established will be below the full
prica for a lunch or breakfast or snack.

2. HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the members
of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other temporary
housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children living with you who
have chosen to leave their prior family or household? If you believe children in your household meet these
descriptions and haven't been told your children will get free meals, please call or e-mail Niki Robinson,

nrobinson@stoneschools.org or 601-928-7247.

3. DO INEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Use one Free and Reduced-Price School
Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so
be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to: Stone County School District,
Child Nutrition Department, 214 N. Critz Street, Wiggins, MS 39577 or your child’s school.

4. SHOULD IFILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN
ARE ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS? No, but please read the letter you got carefully and follow the
instructions. If any children in your household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact Child
Nutrition Department, 601-928-7247 immediately.



